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granted that his discoveries in metabolism applied to every-
thing. Instead of heeding his own advice, to follow nature and
experience, he allowed his doctrine to obscure his views.

Nevertheless, the book contains numerous correct observa-
tions, broke ground in the field of chemical "arcana," and
ignored the hobgoblins.

After his conversion, Paracelsus kept the spiritual world more
rigidly apart from the material one. Unlike the Paramiric essays,
his scientific works of this period do not attempt to prescribe
for the universe while analyzing human diseases.

THE    REFORM    OF    SURGERY
This is even truer of Paracelsus' next work. Written in 1535, the
Great Surgery Book is the only one of his major works printed
during his lifetime. It summarized his experience in the field in
which he first specialized. In this curious book he described no
operations but concentrated on how to avoid them.
Current histories of medicine give Ambroise Pare credit for
first recognizing the importance of cleanliness, and the self-
healing properties of wounds. However, a generation before
him Paracelsus condemned the barbarous and torturous prac-
tices of cauterizing and the greasy salves and dirty plasters which
infected wounds rather than healed them.
"The surgeon," he wrote, "should know that not he but
Nature is the healer" (a phrase which Pare, too, used).
"Surgery consists in protecting Nature from suffering and
accident from without that she may proceed unchecked in her
operations." 2
And he never tires of repeating the immortal advice of Hip-
pocrates: